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And here, as always and everywhere, you remained invariably true to the belief
that the Lord Himself, in ways known to Him alone, directs His chinch to the
eternal harbour, and that people *vo only fulfiilur. of His commands if they do
not oppose their sinful wills to His Godly will. . . . All this drew, and draws,
on your service the blessing of God and calls forth in true churchmen a feeling
of love for you and trust in your actions as hierarch chosen of God to direct
aright the word of Christian truth. With a feeling of sincere admiration at your
forty years of service as hierarch, we pray today for the continuation of many,
many years of service by you to the Church of Christ, and we beg you to accept
as a symbol cf heavenly blessing the holy ikon of the holy Prince Alexander
Nevsky, under whose protection your many years of service passed in the region
which his prayers protect and near whose relics the Lord decreed that you should
accept the destiny of holy service."
After another short word of thanks by His Holiness, the triumphant Te
Deum began, in which all the hierarchs in the cathedral took part. Probably
never before had the old walls of the EloLhovsky Cathedral heard such a mighty
prayer for many years of life in celebration of a jubilee as that which was sung
here unanimously by all the congregation,,
But the farewell given 10 His Holiness was especially significant. When he
appeared at the porch of the cathedral, the people on the crowded square bared
their heads and began to bestrew with flowers their deeply respected and warmly
loved " 'Grandfather" Lord". Only with great difficulty was it ut last possible
to get the Lord Metropolitan into his car and thus to interrupt this eloquent
manifestation of general public esteem. . . .
The jubilee celebration ended with a public dinner in the building of the
Moscow Patriarchate. By this time two more high dignitaries had arrived:
John (Sokolov), former Archbishop of Archangel, and Bishop Alexis (Palitsyn),
the last abboi of the Moscow Donskoy Monastery, where, as is known, His
Holiness the Patriarch Tikhon lived to his blessed end.
Before the dinner began, besides the astonishingly beautiful mosaic ikon of
the Grand Duke Alexander Nevsky, which was presented in the cathedral by
Alexis, Metropolitan of Leningrad, Lord Metropolitan Alexis also presented
His Holiness with his portrait, most artistically embroidered by a Leningrad
nun. His Holiness received also several other valuable presents from the
representatives of parishes who had also come there.
At the dinner in honour of the Metropolitan's Jubilee, Metropolitan
Nicholas, Exarch of Byelo-Russia and Western Ukraine, was the first speaker,
bringing greetings from the clergy and flock of his diocese. After this many
words of greeting with corresponding wishes were spoken also by other
participants at the dinner, accompanied by enthusiastic songs in honour of the
holy Metropolitan; and he, in spite of the fact that he had only recently
celebrated his seventy-fourth birthday, seemed still to be as strong as an oak,
courageous in spirit and body, and prepared as before to ste@r the ship of our
holy Russian Mother Church firmly and surely.
Among the many greeting telegrams which were read during the dinner,
mention ought to be made of those from the hierarchs and congregation of
Byelo-Russia, Western Ukraine, Bessarabia, Latvia and Estonia who have
returned anew to the protecting bosom of Mother Church.
A beautiful address was also read by Archpriest Father Peter Sakharov in
the name of the whole Moscow clergy.
A particularly warm speech, devoted to reminiscences of the years spent